









Date ____________
Dear _____________________
I have been given a unique privilege to serve in Costa Rica this summer with a group of 20 (16 students & 4 adults) from Morton United Methodist Church.  Although Costa Rica is a vacation destination for many tourists, it also is home to many of Central America’s poorest families.  Here are two important facts that you should know about poverty in Costa Rica. 
· 43% of the people who live in the southern half of Costa Rica make less than $2 per day and live below the poverty line (this includes the areas right outside of San Isidro where we will be serving) 
(Source: Costa Rica Poverty Assessment, Report No. 35910-CR February 12, 2007, Public Disclosure of The World Bank)
· Lack of education is one of the highest reasons why poverty exists in Costa Rica.  Every family is required to pay for supplies and a school uniform for their child (approx $80).  Most children drop out of school around 7th or 8th grade because it becomes too expensive.  Very few go on to earn their G.E.D.  (Source: Rice & Beans Ministries)
Three friends traveled into the Honduran mountains to tell people about a medical clinic in the village.  While in the village, the friends saw a great need for food.  Because rice and beans are a staple of the local diet, this simple food combination was used as an opportunity to connect people with the good news of Jesus Christ and the local churches.  Rice & Beans Ministry was born.  RBM continued to grow from that point and expanded its mission work into Costa Rica in 2005 through the efforts of Mississippi native Fred Curry.  Rice & Beans Ministries exists today to live out Micah 6:8 – “He has showed you what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
My team from MUMC will be leaving the United States on July 6th, 2012 to join up with several other Christian groups from the US, Nicaragua, Honduras and Panama.  BASE CAMP will begin on July 9th.  Throughout this week, we will be helping Rice & Beans Ministries with their community-wide children’s outreach in the morning (over 2000 children) and handing out necessary food in the afternoons to families in need.  We will return challenged and changed by July 15th – eager to tell you stories of what we witnessed and experienced.
Here is why I am eager to be part of this trip:
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I am writing you for two reasons.  
First, I am wondering if you’d consider praying for me during this week of service.  Prayers make all the difference on the safety and success of mission trips.  
Secondly, our team has to raise around $30,000 to make this trip possible for 20 mission workers from Central Illinois.  Our first goal is to raise 50% or $15,000 by February 1st, 2012 (or $750 per participant).  For us to meet this goal, I need 10 people who would willingly support my participation in this trip by giving only $75.00.  
Would you consider helping us achieve our first goal?  
If you are willing, please send your check to Morton United Methodist Church.  Please write CR12 in the check memo line, complete and detach the information box below and mail it back to MUMC in the enclosed envelope no later than January 29th 2012. 
Thank you for considering supporting me, our Costa Rica team and Rice & Beans Ministries for the work to be done this summer!  
To learn more about Rice & Beans Ministries, this trip or where we are at in our fundraising efforts, please visit http://www.mortonumcyouth.org/costarica12.html. 
Sincerely,
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I will support the mission efforts of this MUMC team and Rice & Beans Ministries by giving: 





       $50.00            $75.00           $100.00             __________





On behalf of: ________________________________


                         (please write team member’s name)


       


      Please include me in email updates about this trip  ____________________________


                                                                                                        (email address) 





The Team from Morton United Methodist Church 


Costa Rica – July 6th – 15th 





Adult Leaders:  Jayne Benckendorf, Bruce Brown, Carrie Hoefling & Aaron Yoder


Young Men Mission Workers:  Blake Beadle, Noah Benckendorf, Dustin Brown, Tanner Hoefling, Dominique Isaac, Tyler Paget, Jack Walter, Austin Weyland, Logan Wolfe 


Young Women Mission Workers:  Katy Ackerman, Hannah Behle, Tia Bill, Katelyn Cole, Jennifer Dalton, Kassie Hutchison, Cori Schunk 











